Chicago in 2008 Worldcon Bid

Annual Meeting – November 11, 2006 at 6:00pm
Corporate Members Present:  Raymond Cyrus, Donald Eastlake, kT Fitzsimmons, George Krause, Sydnie Krause, Barb Van Tilburg, Tom Veal (Treasurer)
Corporate Members Absent:  Ray Van Tilburg

Board of Directors Present:  Jill Eastlake (President), Helen Montgomery (Secretary), Dina Krause, Dave McCarty, Ron Oakes, Marah Searle-Kovacevic, Alex von Thorn

1) Public Q&A

· Answered questions from the general public regarding Worldcon voting procedures and the L.A. Con Site Selection Vote for 2008

2) Approval of Meeting Minutes from September 30, 2006

· Add “Theme” to list of “Good” things about the Bid

· Minutes approved with above amendment

3) President Report (Jill Eastlake)

· Jill is stepping down as President of the Board

4) Treasurer Report (Tom Veal)

· No changes since September 30 meeting

5) Secretary Report (Helen Montgomery)

· Nothing to report at this time

6) Bid Committee Report (Dave McCarty)

· Emphasized how well we did as a bid and how many friends we made, both personally and as a bid

· Noted that the Hyatt is still upset about the loss of business and is not very open to negotiations at this time.

· Discussed voting fees and why people from Chicago area did not vote in high numbers

7) Elections

· Jill Eastlake, Dina Krause, and Ron Oakes were re-elected for two year terms

8) Officer Elections

· President:  Dave McCarty

· Treasurer:  Tom Veal

· Secretary:  Helen Montgomery

9) Motion to thank Jill Eastlake for her service as President passed unanimously.

10) Motion made to close the corporation.  No seconds.

11) Membership Rates

· Will need to decide on a dues structure from here forward to maintain member-in-good-standing status
· Dave made an initial suggestion of $10/month starting in January 2007

· Alex suggested forming a committee to explore on-line and bring recommendations to the meeting in February to be held at Capricon in Chicago.

· Suggested having a Membership Secretary to track who has paid what vs. the treasurer keeping track.

· Committee:  Dave, Helen, Marah, Alex, kT, Raymond.

· kT will chair the subcommittee

· Jill will set up an email list

12) Future Bidding

· Discussed possibility of bidding for 2012

· Dave will chair a subcommittee for hotel / facilities search

· Dina, Raymond, kT, and Tom will also be on the subcommittee

· Begin to meet with various possible facilities in the next six weeks

· Dave reviewed the reasons why 2012 makes most sense (do not want to bid against friends in KC/Montreal for 2009; do not want to bid against Australia for 2010; do not want to bid against Seattle for 2011 (since many of the members of our committee have already agreed to help with that bid); 2012 gives people time to rest and regroup; 2012 gives time to build up funds again)

· Likely schedule for 2012 Bid

· Official announcement at Smofcon 2006

· Update status at Nippon 2007 and NASFiC 2007

· Party at Denvention

· Light bidding, appearing at selected conventions between Denvention and Worldcon 2009.

· Full-tilt boogie from Worldcon 2009 to vote at Worldcon 2010

· kT moved to Bid for 2012 – Motion passed unanimously

· kT suggested a theme for the Bid “The Worldcon at the end of the Universe” (Mayan calendar states that the world will end in 2012).  No vote held on theme.

13) Schedule of Upcoming events

· Between now and Capricon (February 2007)
· Membership structure and dues rates (subcommittee)

· Hotel / Facilities search (subcommittee)

· Recruit “old-time” Chicago Fandom

· Recruit representatives from all three Chicago Conventions

· Recruit global / traveling fans

· Send a transition “Happy New Year” card to all presupporters in January 2007.  “Looking forward to you renewing your support.”

14) Closing Chicago in 2008 Bid

· Dave motioned that there be no financial reimbursement to Top Dogs (i.e. Cash refunds).  Motion passed.

Adjourned at 7:25pm.

Next meeting February 2007 at Capricon in Chicago

Fun quotes from the meeting, and not part of the official Meeting Minutes:

· “We have no enemies, so why did we lose?” – George Krause

· “We like irony.”  (soon to become a ribbon…)

· “I can blow sunshine up peoples’ asses real good now.” – Dave McCarty

